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VENTURA BOTANICAL GARDENS
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Ventura Botanical Gardens (VBG) has identified Grant Park as the desired location to create a world class
botanical garden. The mission of VBG is to create and maintain public gardens for the preservation, education,
cultural contribution and enhancement of our planet on a community, regional, and global level. To achieve this
mission the project will create gardens representing the five major Mediterranean climate zones of the world.
There will be recreational and public gathering areas with features and facilities that provide interpretive and
educational opportunities for people of all ages, background, and ability.

While some public parks, amusement parks, resorts, and even some shopping districts can have lovely and
diverse plantings, these and other nicely landscaped places do not meet the essential criteria of being a botanic
garden. Botanic gardens have a specific meaning in the world, and it is that higher purpose which VBG aspire to.

As defined by the American Public Gardens Association (APGA), Botanic Gardens Conservation International
(GBCI), and others, authentic botanic gardens are “mission based institutions that maintain collections of plants
for the purpose of education, research, conservation and public display. They must be open to the public and
provide accommodations for access to all people. They must also have a system for maintaining records about
the plants in the collections as well as a professional staff capable of managing and maintaining those
collections.”

Core values of education, research, and conservation need not be sterile or boring. VBG will stimulate the
imaginations of its visitors and celebrate the beauty and serenity of nature. The relationship of plants to human
culture, art, and history will be woven into the plant collections and activities created at VBG to expand
awareness about the importance and richness of the botanic world around us.

The project involves the development of 106.98 acres in multiple phases on land leased by the City of Ventura to
The Ventura Botanical Gardens, Inc. and this property is currently known as Grant Park. This project description
provides details about the location, land use patterns, garden elements, facility needs, traffic control and other
operational plans and can serve as the basis for a CEQA document project description.

PROJECT APPLICANT
Ventura Botanical Gardens, Inc.
Contact: Joseph Cahill, President
P. O. Box 3127
Ventura, California 93006

PROJECT LOCATION
The project site is located at Grant Park, 398 Ferro Drive, Ventura, CA 93001, see Figure 1, General
Location/Vicinity. The roughly triangular, approximately 106.98 acre site is intersected by Ferro Drive, Brakey
Road, and Summit Drive. The site is bounded by Poli Street to the south, Cedar Street to the west, North
Kalorama Street to the East, and undeveloped hilly open space to the north.
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
The Ventura Botanical Gardens (VBG) is a 501©3 non-profit organization formed by local citizens with the
mission of creating and maintaining a public garden.

Key objectives of the plan are to:
 Create a botanical garden with an ecological emphasis on the Ventura Coast and its

relationship to regions of the world which share the Mediterranean biome;
 Encourage partnerships with other botanical, horticultural, educational, environmental,

and cultural organizations;
 Participate in meaningful advancement of scientific knowledge and conservation

practices;
 Build a knowledgeable volunteer core of community members;
 Promote education regarding the environment, ecology, and organic methods of

horticulture; and
 Establish support facilities and amenities to generate revenue to foster and maintain a

sustainable botanical institution.

CITY AND VBG COORDINATION

The Ventura Botanic Garden (VBG) project shall be implemented through direct coordination with the City
through an established City/VBG Coordination Team lead by the City’s Park Manager. The coordination team will
consist of representatives from each city department involved in development review: Community
Development, Fire, Public Works, Police, and Ventura Water; with assistance from City Attorney and Risk
Management as needed. The VBG shall establish two representatives of the organization annually to participate
as requested by the City/VBG Coordination Team. These requirements are included as one of the conditions of
approval of the project.

CURRENT LAND USE REGULATIONS AND PATTERN OF EXISTING USES

Land Use Regulatory Overview
The City of Ventura General Plan (2005) identifies Grant Park as a city park facility. The Grant Park Master Plan
identified in the General Plan was placed on hold in 2008. Currently, the site is divided into thirteen parcels, with
the largest parcel of over 67 acres zoned R-1-7, or Single Family Residence with a minimum lot size of 7,000
square feet. The remaining twelve parcels are zoned, R-1-1AC (Single Family Residence with a minimum lot size
of 1 acre) and R-3-5 (Multiple Family with 1 unit per 2,400 sq. ft. of land area). All parcels are owned by the City
of Ventura with the exception of 069-0-060-110, owned by the Serra Cross Conservancy.

Proposed Conditional Use Permit
The applicant’s VBG Master Plan proposal will be processed through a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to authorize
the range of uses and support facilities identified below in this detailed project description. The CUP and
associated environmental review is subject to review and approval by the Planning Commission.

Proposed Rezone
Along with processing the CUP for the Ventura Botanic Garden Master Plan, the City will process a “consistency
rezone” from Residential zoning (R-1-1-AC, R-1-7, and R-3-5) to Park zoning (P) for the entirety of the Grant Park
lands inclusive of the VBG proposal in order to match the 2005 General Plan land use designation of Parks and
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corporate boundary. Table 2 lists the surrounding land uses, current site conditions, public services and City
planning and zoning attributes.

Table 2 Existing Site Characteristics

Site Size 106.98 gross acres

2005 General Plan Land Use
Designation, 2007 Downtown
Specific Plan Zones

Parks & Open Space, Neighborhood High, Neighborhood Medium,
Neighborhood Low; and Specific Plan Urban Core City Building

Zoning Designations

R-1-1AC (Single Family Residence, Minimum Lot Size – 1 Acre), R-1-7
(Single Family Residence, Minimum Lot Size – 7,000 Square Feet), and
R-3-5 (Multiple Family, 1 unit/2,400 sq. ft. of land area ); T6.1 – Urban
Core

Current Use and Development
Open space, police gun range range, water tanks and pump, public
roadways, parking, fire roads, communication tower site, Brakey Road
arch and rock walls, barbeque area, and trails.

Surrounding Uses/Zoning

North: Vacant land/open space

South: Residential (T4.1 - Urban General 1 Zone, R-1-7, RPD-8)
and Ventura City Hall (T6.1 – Urban Core)

East:

Residential (RPD-1 – Residential Planned Development,
1 unit per acre, RPD-5– Residential Planned
Development, 5 units per acre, RPD-8– Residential
Planned Development, 8 units per acre, RPD-12–
Residential Planned Development, 12 units per acre)

West: Cedar Street and adjacent Residential (T4.1, R-3-5, R-3-
4)

Access Ferro Drive, Summit Drive, Brakey Road, and upper City Hall parking lot

Public Services

Water:

Natural Gas:

Electricity:

Sewer:

Ventura Water

Southern California Gas Company (limited to no service
inside park boundaries)

Southern California Edison (limited to no service inside
park boundaries)

Ventura Water; Limited gravity flow lines to street
mains, condition unknown (limited to no service inside
park boundaries)

Serra Cross Monument
As already mentioned under the discussion of current land uses within the project site, Grant Park is a City
owned-facility that includes a one-acre in-holding parcel owned by the Serra Cross Conservancy (SCC), which is
the site of the Serra Cross Monument. This area is accessed from internal park roads within Grant Park. It
includes landscaping, paving and parking areas, as well as a cross monument. Although this in-holding parcel is
surrounded by the project site, it would remain under ownership by the Serra Cross Conservancy, would not be
part of the proposed Botanical Gardens, and is not part of the project site. However, because of the adjacency of




